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Discovery

Q: Has your district adopted any local rules with respect to resolving discovery
disputes?

A: No

Q: What is your practice regarding statements of discovery disputes? Do you
ordinarily set a telephonic or in-person hearing?

A: Usually Webex.

Q: What is your approach to granting extraordinary discovery?

A: Again, it really just depends. But I'm generally of the opinion that more discovery is a
good thing, but it's pretty case-specific.

Q: What is your practice regarding sanctions for discovery abuses?
A: Very case-specific.

Q: What insights do you have for litigants with respect to discovery matters in
general?

A: Meet the deadlines and anticipate the need for additional discovery before the deadline
passes. Don't play games. I'm more likely to get into sanctions if 'm convinced that the
dispute is because of games rather than legitimate objections/positions.

Motions

Q: Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to your chambers prior
to a motion hearing?

A: Yes. 2 weeks.

Q: Do you schedule motion hearings automatically upon receipt of notices to submit,
or do you prefer or require that counsel call to schedule hearings?

A:Tusually do it when I get the request to submit and see that a hearing has been requested.
If no hearing has been requested, I'll do it on my own motion if I have questions.



Q: Do you typically hear motions in limine and other trial-related motions at the final
pretrial conference, or at another time?

A: At final pretrial conference
Q: How should counsel on busy law and motion calendar handle calling a case?

A: 1 do summary matters first. After that, it's just whoever volunteers to go.

Q: What documents do you want filed before appearing on a motion for temporary
orders?

A: Just the motion and any exhibits actually cited in the motion. Otherwise, exhibits should
be exchanged beforehand so that everyone can make objections.

Q: What documents do you want filed before appearing on a motion for a custody
evaluator?

A: If a party is going to claim he/she can't afford to pay, [ want a financial declaration and
supporting income documentation demonstrating it.

Q: What are the special procedures for filing a Motion for an Order to Show Cause?

A: None. Just follow the applicable rule.

Q: Do you want any type of motion binder delivered? Is this helpful, or does e-filing
render these obsolete?

A: T am heavily electronic but when it comes to motions, I still prefer physical copies so that
[ can mark them up. If an attorney can deliver copies at least 2 weeks before the hearing,
that would be much appreciated.

Q: Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to your chambers prior
to a motion hearing?.1

A: Yes. 14 days.
Final Pretrial Conference
Q: In your view, what is the purpose of the final pretrial conference?

A: To make sure the case hasn't settled, handle as many motions in limine as possible, etc.

Q: What topics or issues should counsel come prepared to discuss at the final pretrial
conference?

A: It really just depends on the case. If it's a jury trial, come ready to discuss jury
instructions, motions in limine, etc.



Q: What steps do you take, if any, at a final pretrial conference to encourage
settlement of the case?

A: Give them a deadline to settle the case, or else plan to try it. If attorneys want my view on
certain aspects of the case and both agree to it, I'll discuss the matter with them.

Q: Do you require clients to be present at final pretrial conferences?
A: Yes

Q: How do you handle requests for continuance on pretrials, arraignments or roll
calls?

A: I'm generally very open to them if everyone agrees.
Jury Trials
Q: Do you allow or encourage the use of jury questionnaires?

A: Yes. Well, [ have my own questionnaire that gets sent out. The lawyers can follow up on
the questionnaire during voir dire.

Q: Do you have a set of standard jury instructions that you use?
A: Yes. MUJI
Q: When do you prefer to hear disputes over jury instructions?

A: I'd prefer it to be at the pretrial conference but I usually plan to hear disputes either the
morning of trial or during lunch.

Q: Do you have any particular guidelines or preferences that counsel should be aware
of regarding bench trials as opposed to jury trials?

A: No.

Post-trial Issues

Q: Do you appreciate or require post-trial briefs from counsel?

A:Yes

Technology in the Courtroom

Q: Do you have any guidelines or preferences regarding the use of technology at trial?
A: No

Q: To what extent do you allow the use of technology in your courtroom?



A:Tlove it and am very open to it.

Special Issues for Domestic Cases
Q: Do you have a policy on child interviews with respect to custody?

A: Yes. If a party insists that I hear from a child, I do so in chambers with only the attorneys
present.

Courtroom Protocol

Q: How is voir dire conducted in your courtroom? Do you allow counsel to participate
in voir dire? If so, to what extent?

A: Yes. I have all my standard voir dire questions and I'm pretty lenient in allowing counsel
to ask their questions.

Q: Do you allow counsel to move freely around the courtroom during trial?
A:No
Q: When may the issue of bail best be addressed in your courtroom?

A: 1 do the initial appearance and get the attorney issue addressed. [ then set bail hearings
for that coming Wednesday afternoon.

Q: What advice do you have for prosecutors to be most effective in your courtroom?
A: Have the factual basis for each case at your fingertips.

Q: What advice do you have for defense counsel to be most effective in your
courtroom?

A: Actually read the factual basis in the Statement Supporting Guilty Plea to the client if
you're working remotely. Otherwise, ensure that the client has actually read it. And go over
the factual basis in detail ahead of time to make sure it's actually something the client is
going to admit or whether he/she is going to quibble once the basis is actually presented.

Q: Is lack of civility ever a problem in your courtroom?
A:No
Q: What are your opinions regarding courtroom dress?

A: It should be business-oriented. Ties should be a minimum. At least for attorneys. For
unrepresented individuals, I'm not very picky.

Q: Do you allow children in your courtroom?



A:Yes

Q: What is your courtroom practice with respect to attorney cell phones? Clients?
Those in the gallery?

A: Okay for attorneys. I'm also not concerned about anyone else unless the cell phones ring
or somehow become a center of attention.

Q: What, if anything, do you do to enforce promptness in your courtroom?
A: I don't run into that issue often.

Other items

Q: Please provide the following information

A: Cameron Beech

Q: What is your practice with respect to modifying an initial case schedule under Rule
26?

A: If stipulated, I'll almost always modify. I'm also very rule-based so, absent a stipulation,
I'll be open to it if the applicable rule is followed and there's a good reason for the
modification. (I may have misunderstood this question.)

Q: What is your approach to protective orders? Do you often use something similar to
the federal court standard protective order?

A: Unsure. The ones I've seen so far have been stipulated. I'm still new to the bench, so |
haven't seen a lot of these yet.

Q: Are you generally available to hear disputes that arise during depositions?

A: Often. If I'm not in court, then yes.

Q: Do you prefer that counsel provide copies of the cited authorities prior to a
hearing?

A:No
Q: What about unpublished cases?

A:Yes

Q: What is your policy on allowing overlength memoranda? Extensions of the briefing
schedule?

A: Almost always open to it so long as the request is made prior to the deadline.



Q: Under what circumstances do you decline to grant a request for oral argument?

A: If the matter is of some urgency, there's no compelling reason to continue, and the other
side objects to the continuance.

Q: Do you have any recommendations or preferences regarding written advocacy that
you would like counsel to be aware of?

A: Yes. Brief everything as though I know nothing about the issue. Spend time on the
briefing. Good briefing can win the day.

Q: Do you have any particular guidelines or preferences that you expect counsel to
follow at oral argument?

A: Not really. I generally ask my questions at the end of each side's presentation.

Q: Do you have any guidelines or preferences that you expect counsel to follow
regarding temporary restraining orders or preliminary injunctions? In particular, do
you have any preferences regarding the presentation of evidence during these
proceedings? (For example, do you prefer exhibits to be marked in a certain manner,
or for counsel to proffer affidavits with the witnesses present for potential cross
examination rather than proceeding with direct examination by default?)

A: 1 don't mind proffer so long as the witnesses are there for cross-examination and there's
a stipulation as to proffering. However, if there are hotly contested issues or facts, I think
actual examinations are the best approach.

Q: Do you appreciate or require pre-trial briefs from counsel?

A:Yes

Q: When do you require requested voir dire questions to be submitted?
A: At least 2 days prior to the final pretrial conference.

Q: When do you require instructions to be submitted?

A: For any instructions the parties can't stipulate to, 2 days before the final pretrial.

Q: What form do you prefer requested instructions to take (e.g., do you prefer
instructions accompanied by supporting cases, etc.)? Is a citation to MU]JI 1st or 2nd
sufficient legal authority?

A: If they can't agree to the instruction, I do like a citation to supporting authority. MUJI 2d
is preferred. And case law is always persuasive.

Q: Do you prefer to receive an electronic copy of requested instructions?



A:Yes

Q: What is your preferred trial schedule (e.g., 9 to 5 with an hour for lunch, 8 to 2 with
no lunch, etc.)? Are there any set days/times when you schedule other matters and
not trial?

A: 9-5 with an hour for lunch.

Q: Do you prefer to hear disputes over trial exhibits before trial or during?

A: Before trial

Q: What is your practice regarding the use of trial exhibits or demonstratives during
opening statements?

A: Okay so long as it doesn't turn into argument of any kind.

Q: What are your preferences with respect to trial exhibits? What are the preferences
of your clerks with respect to trial exhibits?

A: Electronic.

Q: What are your preferences and/or procedures related to witness scheduling?

A: If possible, I prefer to handle at the final pretrial.

Q: What is your preference or practice regarding witnesses appearing remotely at
trial?

A: Generally okay.

Q: Do you appreciate or require proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law from
counsel?

A:Yes

Q: Do you have recommendations or requirements for counsel who will be
participating in a remote hearing? (e.g., use of headphones, providing chambers with
physical copies of all exhibits in advance, certain practices to avoid when appearing
remotely, etc.)

A: Just make sure there's a strong internet connection and be familiar with all the features
of Webex, particularly for broadcasting exhibits.

Q: Do you find the use of any particular type of computer-assisted presentations
effective and/or useful?

A: Ifit's a complex case, | always appreciate a power point or something similar.



Q: Do you find the use of any particular type of computer-assisted presentations
unhelpful?

A: Not that I can think of.

Q: What is your policy, if any, on pleas in abeyance?

A: None.

Q: What information do you want from counsel at the time of sentencing?

A: If there's a presentence report, just fill in any gaps. If no PSR, come with criminal history,
at the very least.

Q: Are private pre-sentence evaluations useful or encouraged?

A:Yes

Q: Do you have any standard sentences the bar should be advised about, i.e., DUI
sentencings, acceptance of alcohol-related recklessness?

A: No.

Q: Do you have any preferences for completing and filing financial declarations? Any
practice pointers for counsel as to how you would like these completed or filed?

A: Yes, either assist the client in preparing it or check the information before filing it. Those
documents can be very confusing for clients and they often fill it out incorrectly. That
wastes time in court when the declarations are actually used.

Q: Is there a special way that you would like proposed orders to be filed?

A: Not particularly. Just comply with the rule.



