Allen v. Moyer, 2011 UT 44, July 29, 2011
A sharply divided Supreme Court held that the doctrine of claim preclusion applies to small claims judgments.  
After an automobile accident, the plaintiff below sued for property damage in small claims court and obtained a judgment.  Subsequently he sued for personal injury in district court.  The district court dismissed on grounds of claim preclusion and the Supreme Court affirmed three-to-two.  The Court also instructed its Advisory Committee on the Utah Rules of Civil Procedure to provide small claims litigants “express notice that claim preclusion applies to small claims judgments.”  Id. ¶ 17.  Finally, the Court stated that it was not disturbing its decision in Faux v. Mickelsen, 725 P.2d 1372 (Utah 1986), that counterclaims normally considered compulsory are not subject to the preclusion doctrine, and characterized that rule as a limited exception. 
Full opinion available at:
http://www.utcourts.gov/opinions/supopin/Allen5072911.pdf
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